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Speed Cushion Pilot Program dedicated to study of neighborhood traffic
safety improvement
Alexander Boulevard First Neighborhood Qualified to Test Speed Cushions for 6-month study

MURFREESBORO, Tenn. — The City of Murfreesboro recently installed traffic speed
cushions on Alexander Boulevard to slow traffic on the busy stretch of roadway in a residential
neighborhood.

The City Engineering Department has developed a “Speed Cushion Pilot Program” for
specifically approved neighborhood projects aimed at reducing traffic speed. It followed the
City Council’s adoption of a traffic calming program two years ago to address speeding in
residential neighborhoods.

“The Speed Cushion Pilot Program is designed to make strategic changes to heavily traveled
streets to reduce speed and enhance pedestrian safety,” said Assistant City Engineer Michele
Emerson. “The City Council decided to initiate a pilot program to test out speed devices in
some areas and is committed to street improvements specifically designed to improve traffic
safety.”

The Alexander Boulevard neighborhood made application for traffic calming and met the
specification for the speed reduction study. Neighborhoods must apply and meet City
specifications before a study of an area can be conducted. The City Engineering Department
decided to use the Alexander Boulevard location for the Speed Cushion Pilot Program

Alexander Boulevard is a long straight road which enables motorists to pick up speed and is
used as a cut-through by many motorists.

“We also use bike lanes and roundabouts as traffic calming techniques, but those devices are
not applicable to every area and speed cushions may work better in areas such as Alexander,”
added Emerson.
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The speed cushions were installed in sets of three separate pieces approximately every 500
feet between Tennessee Blvd. and Dejarnette Lane.

“There is one on each lane and one in the middle designed so emergency vehicles such as fire
trucks can straddle the cushions and not be slowed in responding to an emergency.
Emergency response is a concern with speed bumps, a device that reduces speed traffic even
further than speed cushions,” added Emerson.

Speed cushions slow traffic speed to 15 to 20 mph while speed bumps slow traffic to 2 to 5
mph and are often used in parking lots and parks.

After installing the speed cushions in February, a six-month study is being conducted to gauge
neighborhood and motorist reaction. After the study period, the City will decide if the use of
speech cushions will be continued and installed in other locations.

Letters have been mailed to all residents who live along Alexander Boulevard with an e-mail
address to send-in comments. The City encourages residents to provide feedback about speed
cushions as the Engineering Department decides whether the program should be expanded.

To any questions about road improvement projects, the public is encouraged to contact City
Engineer Chris Griffith at cgriffith@murfreesborotn.gov or by calling (615) 893-6441.

To watch a YouTube video of the Speed Cushions Pilot Program prior to installation, click
https://youtu.be/bZ8VoI8UR2I. Photos of installment of the Speed Cushions are attached.

For City News online, visit www.Murfreesborotn.gov.

Photos attached caption:

1. L/RJuan Rodrigues (standing by truck), Dale Head, and Chris Matthews. Crews with Rollins Excavating Company
install Speed Cushions on Alexander Blvd. February 23, 2021.jpg. (Photo by Jim Davis)

2. Car slows for Speed Cushion on Alexander Blvd. February 24, 2021.jpg. (Photo by Jim Davis)

3. Speed Cushions installed on Alexander Blvd. February 24, 2021.jpg (Photo by Jim Davis)

()


mailto:cgriffith@murfreesborotn.gov
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FbZ8Vol8UR2I&data=04%7C01%7Cmbrowning%40murfreesborotn.gov%7C78ead67293e448daa9b508d8d9b0c5fd%7C625fe0fe467b4ba8b4b6eb7d3ca901e1%7C0%7C0%7C637498700551768556%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eiGq5DIcNcChRMcV4RWbcaBZXy7e1uTDV7OBnCvdGHc%3D&reserved=0
http://www.murfreesborotn.gov/

